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Congratulations to our newest Master 

Mason, Brother John Tyler Barham! 

 

AUGUST 11, 2009 

Masonic Education at August Stated 

“The Grand Lodge Annual Communication” 

 

TRIVIA FEATURE OF THE MONTH 

First, I am a Master Mason.  You all have heard of me 
because of my inventions. 
  
     I was born in Murfreesboro, Hertford County, North 
Carolina on September 12, 1818.  By age 21, I had 
invented the screw propeller for steamboats only to 
discover it had recently been patented.  I worked as a 
fisherman, court clerk, teacher and storekeeper.  While 
running my store, I invented a "wheat drill" planting 
device. 
      I graduated from Ohio Medical College in 1850 but 
preferred inventing over medicine.  After observing the 
majority of dead from the Civil War died of illness rather 
than gunshots, "it occurred to me that if I could invent a 
machine which would enable one man to do as much 
battle duty as a hundred, that it would, to a large extent 
supersede the necessity of large armies, and exposure to 
ōŀǘǘƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ŘƛƳƛƴƛǎƘŜŘΦέ   This 
invention which bears my name is still in use today as a 
modified version and is mounted on modern fighter 
planes. 
     I patented inventions to improve toilets, bicycles, 
stem-cleaning of raw wool, pneumatic power, and many 
other fields.  I hold over 45 patents and was the first 
president of the American Association of Inventors.  

Who am I? 
 

Congratulations to Brother Kevin Brown who recently 
stood proficiency on the Third Degree catechism. 

Congratulations to Brother James W. Howell, Junior 
Warden, who recently graduated from Wilkerson 

College. 

For additional information about Wilkerson College, 
visit this website: 

http://www.grandlodge-nc.org/wilkerson_college.html 



 

 

Brethren, 
 
     I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for 
your support of your Lodge.  Without that single element, 
King Solomon Lodge No. 704 would cease to exist.  I am 
proud to say, however, your Lodge is in a great position.   
With the first half of 2009 in the books, projections for year-
end look exceptionally good.    
  
     With this in mind, August is the time to take a look at 
where we are and see if we need to amend our present 
plan.  Webster defines the word amend in this way - "to 
grow or becoƳŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ōȅ ǊŜŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ƻƴŜǎŜƭŦΦέ   In order to 
do this, sometimes it becomes necessary to add to or 
subtract from the things we are now doing.  As the Lodge 
proposes to amend its path, your input is necessary in 
making sure the Lodge goes in the right direction.  So, please 
voice your opinion on anything in the Lodge which might 
concern you.  It is through this input the Lodge will be able 
to grow and prosper. 
  
     The Grand Lodge of North Carolina also must amend its 
own plans to keep up with the most current requirements of 
today.  This year there are 9 amendment groups to be 
presented at the Grand Lodge meeting in September.   
Brother James W. Howell will be presenting these proposed 
amendments in the August Masonic Education program at 
our stated communication.  Please ask any questions you 
may have and provide any input you feel important.  
Remember, it is you who will be represented at the Grand 
Lodge and we all want your voice to be heard. 
  
Again, THANK YOU for being a part of King Solomon Lodge 
No. 704.  Let us not forget those in need of our thoughts and 
prayers. 

 
 

Brethren,  

Congratulations and welcome to our newest member, Brother John Tyler Barham, who was raised on July 24, 2009. On 
behalf of our lodge, I would to thank Worshipful Master Daniel D. Cauthran, Master of Gastonia Lodge No. 369 A. F. & A. M., 
for their courtesy of raising Brother Barham. 

As of this writing we have 13 members who have not paid their 2009 dues which were due January 1, 2009. 

Chef Jerry informs me that we will be having a covered dish supper at stated so come out and have some good food and 
fellowship. 

Please remember Brother William G. "Bill" Long who is recovering from a broken hip at Belaire Care Center. Please 
remember Worshipful Brother Mike Elmore who underwent triple bypass surgery and is recovering. Please remember our 
Worshipful Master as he recovers from surgery and regains use of his arm. Also, please continue to remember Brother Jim 
McClure as he recovers at home. 

The sympathy of the lodge is extended to Brother Robert F. Glenn who lost his son, Ricky Gene Glenn, and to Mrs. Karen P. 
Willis, wife of Worshipful Brother Daniel W. Willis PM, who lost her mother, Mrs. Carol K. Pratt. Please remember these 
families in their time of need. 

Fraternally,  

Vick          Victor A. Willis, PM PS CL, Secretary 

 
OFFICER PRACTICE 

Every Tuesday at 7:00 PM 
Anyone is welcome to attend 

NEXT STATED COMMUNICATION 
Tuesday, September 8, 2009, 7:30 PM 

Dinner will be served at 6:30 PM 

GRAND LODGE ANNUAL COMMUNICATION 
September 25-26, 2009 

Winston Salem 

UPCOMING SECOND DEGREE 
Tuesday, August 18 
Please come join us! 

 

GREETINGS 

FROM THE EAST 

FROM THE S9/w9¢!w¸Ω{ DESK 

Fraternally,                                           

Steve                      W. Steven Willis, Master 

 

CALENDAR 

OF 

EVENTS 

 

MEAL FOR SEPTEMBER 

STATED 

COMMUNICATION 

 Meatloaf 

 Sugar Peas 

 Mashed Potatoes 

 Cathead Biscuits 


